Become free from the shackles that hold you, stand up, and breath freedom
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First page design: Graphic rendition of some of 41 Sri Lankan men held
in Maldives jails
Original Photo Source: Sinhalese language newspaper Raavaya
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Initially

We are into the second month of another new year. This is a year that
is remarkable because a presidential election is going to be held. This
is that special year in which we are going to have to vote for a president
who will rule the country for another five years.

Will we witness any change, or will the same regime come to
power?

No matter how we vote, our votes are going to be manipulated.
That does not mean we should sit at homes without going to vote. Voting
is an essential element of democracy. Asmany people as possible should
go and vote to express our indignation about the actions of the regime.

We need to be more active in politics. Sri Lankan people have
formed an association to free their people who are being tortured in Mal-
dives prisons. What are we doing to free our own people from torture?
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Expatriates in the Maldives:

The Untold Story

Maldivians have been noted as hospitable people by various
visitors. While Maldives is enjoying a lucrative income as a
tourist destination, recent reports have raised doubts about the
level of hospitality we extend to foreigners.

Maldives has always maintained a close relationship with Sri
Lanka and Sri Lankans. This did not necessarily exist only
between governments of the two countries, but between the
people who visited from one country to the other for trade,
education and other needs.

Since English-medium education was introduced to Maldives, a
number of Sri Lankan teachers had come and stayed in the
Maldives, some of them staying for a very long time. Several
schools in Male' as well as the students who emerged from
those schools, are indebted to the services of those teachers.

Yet, during the second week of December 2002, hundreds of
people protested in Colombo over the plight of Sri Lankan
prisoners in Maafushi detention camp in the Maldives. They
called for the closure of Maldives High Commission in Sri
Lanka. News reports covering the event and the inhuman
treatment expatriate workers are facing in Maldives jails made
headlines in Sri Lankan media.

Sources say a second protest was organized even more
recently. An association, Parents and Guardians of Sri Lankan
Prisoners in Maldives, has been formed to secure the release of
Sri Lankan prisoners in Maafushi. The association has high-
lighted the atrocities the Maldivian police commit on jailed
expatriates.

Recently the prison system in the Maldives has received a lot of
attention. Its irregularities, the tortures that occur inside the
prison walls and the violation of basic human rights have been
exposed to an extent.

In October 2002 the government of Australia intervened asking
for the release of an Australian surfer, Mark Scanlon, who had
been sentenced to life imprisonment in 2000 for bringing 57
grams of cannabis oil to the Maldives. Scanlon, 47, was
arrested on July 7, 2000 and was kept in jail in the Maldives for
over two years in miserable conditions before he was released
due to pressure from Australian government.

His wife, Mandy Andrews, worked hard to secure his release,
writing a letter for people to send to the government of the
Maldives and to Australian Prime Minister. The letter was
circulated through surfing magazines and websites and played a
key role in securing Scanlon's release.

The news was covered in The Sun-Herald on December 8, 2002
and later in Sydney Morning Herald website.

"Scanlon was held with 85 other prisoners - including rapists,
murderers and Sri Lankan revolutionaries - in a cell about the
size of three classrooms. It had only three toilets and the
prisoners were not allowed outside. Scanlon also spent time in
solitary confinement.

While in jail he lived on a diet of rice and watery curry and was
allowed no phone calls or letters and only the Koran to read.

His only contact with the outside world was an hourly visit once
a month from his wife, who had moved to the Maldives to
support him," the report in The Sun-Herald said.

The prisons in the Maldives have also received attention
because of the death of a young Maldivian boy in January 2003

following intense torture by the police.

"A young Maldivian man has died in a coma at Malé's Indira
Gandhi Memorial Hospital, after being bashed while in NSS
custody at Maafushi island prison. Ali Shaahir, 19, from
Maimagumatheege house in Malé's Maafannu ward, was
arrested on a minor charge after an altercation with other young
men. He was held in custody for 25 days, and when the family
reported him as a missing person they were told Ali was in a
coma in Maafushi prison. The boy is believed to have been
bashed by NSS staff after he refused to sign a statement,"
MaldivesCulture.com reported.

"Ali was still comatose when he was sent from Maafushi prison
to hospital in Malé in a dhoni vessel. The trip to Malé from
Maafushi takes approximately 2 hours and there were no
medical facilities on the boat. At the hospital a senior Maldivian
doctor, Ahmed Razi, is believed to have signed the death
certificate. People who prepared the body for burial are believed
to have seen bleeding from Ali's nostrils and ears. There were
allegations that the x-rays of the body were deliberately distorted
to hide evidence of Ali's injuries," Maldivesculture.com, which is
blocked in the Maldives for its highly critical stance on the
government, said.

President Gayoom is said to have visited the Maafushi detention
centre following the incident. An investigation is supposed to be
going on, and Maldivesculture.com said a Corporal, Mohamed
Shahdhee, is believed to be in police custody over the matter.

The recent events show that torture and human rights violation
is an inherent part of Maldives prison system and that atrocities
are committed not only against expatriates but against
Maldivians as well.

The prisons in the Maldives are run by Department of Correc-
tions, a department under the Ministry of Home Affairs. Police
does not come under the Home Ministry but the influence of
police on jails is significant. Some of the places where people
are detained are directly under police control while Department
of Corrections has control over prisons in which only sentenced
prisoners are kept.

Recently the administration of Department of Corrections was
handed over to a lawyer. Even though the media did not verify it,
there have been reports that the previous person in charge of
Department of Corrections, Isthafa Ibrahim Maniku, was
removed from his post. Isthafa has earned a bad reputation as a
ruthless man and some people also believe he was involved in
major embezzlement of government funds.

The removal of Isthafa, and putting a man whom the public will
accept more, may be a tactical move by President Gayoom,
when he realized that the dirty tales of Maldivian prisons were
making sensations in neighboring countries and among the local
public.

Reports in Sri Lankan media mention forced confessions,
regular beatings and lack of adequate medical care. The
association working for the release of Sri Lankan prisoners
claimed that two Indians had died recently in Maldives prisons
while another committed suicide following intense torture.

The association also alleged the Maafushi jail is maintained by
funds from the UN and that part of the money had become a
lucrative source of income for the Maldives government.

Expatriates in Maafushi jail are not the only ones who are
suffering. In February 2003 local daily Haveeru reported the



plight of the expatriates who came to the Maldives looking for
jobs. Some of them have not been paid wages for months while
medical care and other benefits have been denied. Some of
them suffer from intense hunger as employers do not provide
them with adequate food. Lousy accommodation is given. Some
of them come after selling their homes to raise funds to come to
the Maldives. They come with the hope that they could send
some money to the families back home. But they have to suffer
miserably in the Maldives while their dependents back home
suffer as well.

The recruiting agents have made a lucrative business out of it,
charging from the expatriate workers outrageous amounts.
Sometimes the agents demand a percentage of the wage the
foreign worker receives. The employers are negligent in paying
for the visa of the foreign workers, making their stay illegal in the
Maldives.

It is for such offences as the overstaying of visa that many
foreigners are first arrested. Then they are tortured and made
sign false statements. Then they are sent to the hell of
Maafushi.

The Labor Ministry in the Maldives does not take firm action
against the people who ill-treat the expatriates. Often the poor
foreigner has to leave without getting the wages. The Labor
Ministry tells the poor workers that they could be sent to their
home countries if they wish. If they want to get their due wages,
they have to go to court. For the semi-skilled and unskilled
workers, some of them barely literate, filing the cases at court
and claiming for their wages is not a very easy option. Even for
Maldivians the courts of the country are not very pleasant.

There are reasons to believe there is negligence on the part of
the government in tackling this problem. Recruiting expatriates
is a profitable business for the recruiting agencies. However, the
fees that have to be paid to Labor Ministry for visa and permits
are high and there are multiple procedures one has to go
through before an expatriate worker could be hired. The high
fees are supposedly for discouraging importing foreign labor.
However, it is reasonable to think that the recruiting agencies
would pay a commission or bribe for the officials of Labor
Ministry to speed up the lengthy procedures. For companies, a
quota is allocated for hiring foreign workers, once again to
restrict the import of foreign labor, and sometimes certain
companies have worked around this quota hiring more workers
than allowed. All this is done through a favor or a bribe involving
the Labor Ministry officials. Depending on the level of corruption
in the Maldives, this is hardly surprising.

Hence, it is clear that the employers - mostly business firms -
and the recruiting agencies have excellent relations with Labor
Ministry officials. Thus a complaint by a poor foreign worker
against the employers will not make much impact.

There are 30,664 expatriate workers currently employed in the
Maldives. Most of them are from neighboring countries. The
continuous ill-treatment of the foreign workers at the hands of
their employers and the torture of foreign prisoners by police
have serious implications. Many Maldivians visit countries such
as Sri Lanka and India regularly for medical care, business and
other reasons. A number of Maldivian students are also staying
in Sri Lanka, India and Bangladesh. Even though not all
Maldivians treat the expatriates badly, retaliation for the actions
of some Maldivians could be faced by any Maldivian visiting the
said countries.

What protection could our government give for us if something
like that happens? Will it ask the governments of those countries
to protect us? Already things are reaching a sensitive state at
diplomatic levels. High Commissions of the neighboring
countries based in the Maldives are at a loss as what to do with
the hundreds of complaints filed by expatriate workers in the
Maldives. Immigration officials in India recently threatened to

deport a Maldivian, apparently based on a false report. When he
asked for a reason, he was told whether the Maldivian authori-
ties give a reason for numerous deportations of foreign workers.

The expatriate workers had protested in front of the High
Commissions and the Labor Ministry on at least two occasions
during the past three years. They were arrested and most of
them are believed to have been deported. Demonstrations and
protests are not allowed in the Maldives, and the expatriate
workers were believed to have set bad examples for Maldivians.
The regime in the Maldives has a perpetual fear of public
gatherings.

The past few years have also seen an increase in expatriate-
bashing in the media. Some of the articles that were published
in Monday Times were of that nature. The government may be
deliberately highlighting the expatriates as a group to direct
hatred. The regime regularly employ wag-the-dog tactics and
bringing to the front the expatriate labor as a problem may be in
line with some of the extreme racist tendencies adopted by
certain political parties in certain countries. Key government
officials have publicly spoken about the economic effects of
hiring foreign labor such as the outflow of foreign currency.

Yet, it is ironic because a number of government offices have
hired expatriates even for jobs for which Maldivians could be
available. At Theemuge, the Presidential Palace, a number of
Nepalese workers are employed. For a good pay, several
Maldivians would be willing to work in the same jobs at the
Presidential Palace.

It is true that social problems arise because of the expatriate
workers. However, this is unavoidable when we bring people
from different cultures and societies. It is true that some of the
foreign workers go peddling drugs on our streets. However,
there are many Maldivians, some of them even in high posts,
who are involved in the lucrative drug trade. According to
Sandhaanu, an underground email newsletter circulated during
2001, even the Commissioner of Police Adam Zahir is one.

It is true that three expatriates were implicated on gang raping
and murder of a Maldivian girl. Yet, it was three Maldivians, all
ex-cops, that the court found guilty for the brutal murder of a girl,
Azleena Nafess, employed at Maldives Chamber of Commerce.
Similarly, an old woman was killed when she discovered some
Maldivian youth drinking and using drugs.

When we speak about the expatriates as evil monsters are we
actually trying to cover up the problems created by us? Are we
trying to put a veil on the social problems that are poisoning our
own society? Our young generation is lost to drugs and sex. Our
civil servants are trapped in a vicious circle of corruption.

It is the bourgeoisie Maldivians who are hiring expatriates as
babysitters. Would our young people be willing to work in the
dump trucks and Ufuli, the barge that carries garbage to
Thilafushi, the paradise island of Umar Zahir? Would our own
workers go and pave our own streets?

The wealthy Maldivians are hiring the poor, illiterate workers of
South Asia and treating them like garbage, in violation of
fundamental human rights. While the accounts of the wealthy
Maldivians located at foreign banks grow, the families of the
expatriate workers are struggling hard to survive in one of the
most pathetic region of the world. The Maldivian police torture is
equally horrifying.

The President of the Maldives is currently in Saudi Arabia for a
Hajj pilgrimage. It is a pilgrimage in which people of different
color, race and ethnicity walk side by side, casting aside all
racial and ethnic prejudices and enhancing the message of
human dignity and equality. But while he is at Mecca, his police
are inflicting inhuman cruelty on prisoners, and his government
is continuing lending a deaf ear to the plight of expatriate
workers.
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Ibrahim Luthufy, Mohamed Zaki, Ahmed Ibrahim Didi
and Fathimath Nishreen are in prison after they were
sentenced by the court for involvement in Sandhaanu.
They were not given a fair trial, the prosecution was
weak and they were not given legal help and represen-
tation. We believe they are prisoners of conscience as
Sandhaanu reflected the growing dissent in the
Maldives against a corrupt government. We would like
to invite you, individuals, organizations and the media
to join our campaign to free them. As a first step please
send a copy of this magazine to human rights
organizations, diplomatic missions and the interna-
tional media. Please also request them to initiate their
own campaigns to free the above mentioned prisoners
of conscience.

Campaign




They come to the Maldives with
high hopes, but then face misery

By Ahmed Abdulla, Haveeru, 6-7 February 2003

A Maldivian who went to a neighboring country with his family
for a medical treatment was held at the airport because of a
false report by some people. After sometime the immigration
officials told him that he will be deported. The Maldivian asked
why he was going to be deported and he received a short reply.
"Do you know how many people are deported from your country
in each day's flight? Are they given reasons?"

The immigration official was referring to the workers
who come to the Maldives from that neighboring country. The
people who are sent back home a few days after they arrive in
the Maldives with the excuse that they are not fit for the job. In
reality, this is a problem that has to be paid attention. Behind
these cases lie questionable treachery and fraud.

Even though the people who bring the expatriate
workers to the Maldives and those who hire them are involved in
the scam, the fingers will be pointed at the Maldives. The bad
reputation will also be earned by this country.

"That is done by a few numbers of people. They
should really be blamed for that. But if many people start talking
about it they will first point to the Maldives. The names of the
actual people will come later. So this is creates a bad reputation
for the Maldives," a person who had had a long career in a
diplomatic field said.

Everyday complaints

The number of expatriate workers in the Maldives had
reached 30,000 by the beginning of this year. Similarly the
problems related to expatriates have also increased. The
number of complaints by them has also increased such as non-
payment of wages and benefits and failure to pay for the visa.
Other complaints concern lack of adequate food, failure to
provide medical care when the workers are sick, and many such
things.

The High Commissions of neighboring countries in
the Maldives said thousands of people have officially filed
complaints regarding employers' failure to pay wages and other
benefits for a long term.

The High Commissions of India, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka, the countries from where most foreign workers come,
said those are 'everyday complaints'.

Some High Commissions say the laborers who are
brought to the Maldives from those countries face a lot of misery
and hardship.

Haroon Rasheed who spoke on behalf of the High
Commission of Bangladesh regarding the issue, said on
average the High Commission receives hundreds of complaints
per month.

"There are people who have not received three to five
months' wages. Complaints are there about failure to pay for
visa, provision of accommodation and food," Haroon said.
"These are problems that are related to humanity."

By the end of October there were 5,704 Bangladeshi
workers in the Maldives.

People come for jobs in helpless state

The High Commissions say workers from their countries come
for jobs after making huge sacrifices. They are forced to sell
jewelry, mortgage homes and agree to pay a percentage of
salaries and wages for the recruiting agent, all because they
have to pay a large sum to the agent in order to get a job. A
solution has to be found for the problem of treating such workers
with injustice and in violation of humanity when they come in
such pathetic conditions looking for jobs.

"The recruiting agencies and employers might give
different excuses for that. But that is unacceptable," an expert of
foreign relations said.” It might become difficult even to recruit
foreign labor because of these problems."

An official representing the High Commission of India
said out of 13,000 Indian workers in the Maldives more than 200
people have officially filed complaints seeking their rights.

"In addition to failure to pay wages and other benefits
by companies and visa problems, complaints have been
received about cases involving seizure of passports and lack of
food," he said.” What can we do?"

Returning home empty-handed

The High Commission of India said such problems are
sent to Labor Ministry without delay. However, in the official
replies (from the ministry) there is no protection for the foreign
laborer who had come to the Maldives after selling personal
possessions.

"They (Labor Ministry) say the workers could be sent
back home if the workers wish to do that. They say the issues
concerning wages and benefits should be sent to court. How
could they (workers) do that? So some people go back home,
crying, and empty-handed," the official said.

Counselors’ assistance from
some High Commissions

Some High Commissions have also sought the
assistance of counselors to listen to the plight of foreign laborers
and help them.

Sri Lankan High Commission's Counselor for
Employment and Welfare, Wickramatunga, deals with several
people everyday. When | went for interview, he was having a
number of files with him. When | questioned he showed me the
files.

"All these are complaints of workers and the stories of
their sufferings. Just now a 23 year-old young man had sat in
that chair and had cried for a long time. He does not receive
wages. He had mortgaged his home back in the country so the
bank is putting pressure on him," Wickramatunga said.

Wickramatunga said, in addition to cases of default in
paying wages, cases regarding treachery by local recruiting
agents is also common.

"People who are brought as a carpenter are given the
job of a cook. Then they are sent back home after about three
months because they are not fit for the job. When a new person
is brought for the remaining days (of the initial contract) the
agent gets about 300 dollars. However, this is what some
agencies do," Wickramatunga said.

He said some agents get the work permits and
passports of some workers at Male' airport. Then they are given
a wage that is less than the previously agreed amount and a
work permit that had been made for a different job.

"Most people are illiterate. So they have to do
whatever the agents ask. Some people are going through a lot
of suffering. Without having received the wages for two years,
and not having paid for the visa for a long time, they are
believed to be staying illegally in the country," he explained.

Wickramatunga said because of the escalating
problems the Sri Lankan government has started taking action
against the Sri Lankan agents who creates problems.

"The permit for such agents is revoked immediately,"
he said.
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No satisfaction for expatriates who
come to Maldives after huge expenses

By Ahmed Hamdhoon, Haveeru, 6-7 February 2003

The number of expatriates, who are recruited for jobs in the
Maldives, because of lack of available local labor for different
work, is on the rise. However, some expatriates do not get any
satisfaction from their stay in the Maldives.

The expatriates come to the Maldives because of lack
of jobs in their countries, or because they do not get an
adequate income from available jobs. Some people among the
large number of expatriates who come to Maldives come after
spending a lot, aiming to get a high income. But some expatri-
ates face problems that would bring tears to the eyes: problems
such as non-payment of wages and failure to provide accommo-
dation and food.

"Most expatriates come after selling the home back in
the country. But many friends are living in miserable conditions,"
an expatriate working in a shop in Ameenee Magu said.

It is true that the expatriates who come to some of the
available jobs in the Maldives make huge sacrifices to obtain
jobs. They sell their homes to bear the expenses of coming to
the Maldives.

"l have come after selling my home. But | still do not
know where to go for work. Two months have passed since |
arrived but | have not received my wage. | do not know which
job to go," Shafeequl Islam, a Bangladeshi who came two

months ago through a recruiting agency of the Maldives, said.

The agency which had acted as recruiting agent had
told him that he will get a job from a resort. However, Shafeequl
Islam does not have any idea about that job. He also does not
know much about the agency which brought him.

"The person who said to send me from Bangladesh
said | would get a job from a resort. | came through a Maldivian
agency. But two months since | arrived | haven't got a job and
have not received wages," he told.

Shafeequl Islam said he spent about US$2,300 to
come to the Maldives. He sold his home for US$1,000 to raise
money to come to the Maldives.

"l have sold my own house and could not send
anything to my wife and children back home. | will have to stay
in my wife's home after going back," Shafeequl Islam told sadly.

Like Shafeequl Islam many other expatriates come to
the Maldives after giving a lot of money to the recruiting agency
and selling their homes.

The expatriates who come to the Maldives for work
are also humans. They should be treated with humanity. The
employers should think about this.

"l was brought to Male' after being promised a wage
of US$80 (per month). But | am getting US$70. The boss always
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foreign laborers. Perhaps it is easier to have foreign labor
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receiving wages. On some occasions they are sent back home

after paying the due wages. The employer gives money for food

whenever the employer feels like doing it. The wages are also
paid similarly," another person who does not want to be named
said.

because expatriates could be kept working for long periods
without paying them. Maldivians are not given jobs because the

Ministry sometimes they have to leave Maldives without
employers feel they will pose more difficulties if the wages are

not paid.
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There is nothing much that can be done even if the employer

does not pay wages. Even when expatriates go to Labor
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It is a responsibility of the employer to provide good

benefits to expatriate workers as they play a vital role in the
"We are kept without being paid through threats.

"Then | will not get a job," he said.
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that. | have also not received seven months' wage. When seven

months passed without getting wages, | stopped going to work
development of the Maldives. They do not dare to do anything

fears the consequences if his real name is mentioned, said. He
much when they are not paid because they fear the boss.

said the boss will send him back home if his real name is

for about 15 days. Then the boss started paying the wage for
published.

each particular day on a daily basis. | still do not know what
happened to seven months' wages," an expatriate worker who

says the remaining 10 dollars will be paid later. But | never get
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Non-payment of due wages for
laborers: a questionable problem

By Ismail Rasheed, Haveeru, 6-7 February 2003

The problem of not paying due wages to expatriates
after making them work is a serious one.

Out of about 30,000 expatriates currently working in
the Maldives, mostly workers in the construction sector complain
about employers not paying wages.

Expatriate laborers say sometimes they are kept
working without giving them wage for months. After that they are
given a meager payment and sent back home.

The problem has become so serious that complaints
have been filed with the Embassies as well as the Police.

Deputy Commissioner of Police Major Ibrahim Latheef
said failure of employers to pay wages for workers has been
noticed as a problem and this will possibly lead to more
complications.

"Expatriates file complaints concerning employers'
non-payment of the wages. It has been noticed (by police). It is
important to solve this problem," he said.

Management experts say there are two possible
reasons why employers find it difficult to pay wages. One
situation is when the employers do not give wages even when
they have sufficient funds. The second scenario is when the
financial situation of the company is weak and because of lack
of good organization and management an employer finds
problems that make it difficult to pay wages.

An official representing a medium-level construction
company said they are unable to pay wages to laborers when
their clients also fail to pay them.

"When we bring (laborers) we do not have too much
cash. We rely on getting a contract and then paying the workers
when the client pays. Sometimes when the client fails to pay we
are unable to pay the workers. That is also a major problem," a
company official who did not want to be named, said.

He said he also had to withhold the wages of his
employees for sometime when that happened. He said,

oc~r, ccc2 222 s
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however, that he did not believe that it was correct.

"When people work they must be paid in return what
they deserve. If a party does not pay then the authorities should
intervene and provide everyone their rights. Then all these
problems would be reduced," he said.

When some people who enter construction sector as
newcomers get too much money they tend to overspend,
leading to default in payment of wages.

Even though such problems have been identified as
reasons, there is no specific reason why all the problems arise
regarding failure to pay wages. What is clear is several
expatriates gather near Ministry of Labor and report to their
Embassies and the Police, saying they have not been paid.

Experts say the problem of non-payment of wages to
expatriates, who come to Maldives after selling homes and
making other sacrifices, should be solved. The problem could be
solved through making of regulations and implementing the
regulations.

"The reason for (default) should be identified and
action must be taken. There is no use of making a regulation
and letting it stay (without enforcing). It must be checked
whether people follow the regulations or not and take action.
Most of the time what happens is after making a regulation it is
left (without enforcing.) Then the problem will become worse
and worse," an expert said.

Everybody must think about how he or she would feel
if the employer does not pay wages. We must also think about
the difficulties another person will go through because of non-
payment of wages and how the good reputation of the country
may be ruined because of non-payment of wages to expatriates
and how this could lead to further problems. It is important to
take action against the employers who do not pay wages and
set up a system through which foreign laborers could be paid, if
one wishes to solve the current problems.
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is in violation of basic human rights and workers rights endorsed
by international standards. Please write to International Labor

The treatment some expatriate workers receive in the Maldives
Organization (ILO) about this. Please send ILO and other

international organizations that work for protection of workers'

rights, a copy of this magazine.
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MDT: New Delhi (ILO/SAAT)

Tel:

ILO Regional Office for Asia & the Pacific in Bangkok (ASIE)

Tel:

+91.11.460.21.01/02/03/06
+91.11.464.79.72: Director

+91.11.460.21.11:

delhi@ilo.org

+66.2.288.17.10: Regional Director

+66.2.288.17.85: Deputy Regional Director

+66.2.288.30.62

ILO Office

Fax:

Fax:

email:

e-mail: bangkok@ilo.org

Communications and Files Section (DOSCOM)

International Labor Office
4, route des Morillons
CH-1211 Geneva 22

Switzerland

ILO Area Office: Colombo

+94.1.50.05.39: Director

+94.1.59.25.25
+94.1.50.08.65

Fax:

colombo@ilo.org

email:

Tel: +41.22.799.6111 ,

Fax: +41.22.798.8685

email: ilo@ilo.org

ILO Area Office: Dhaka

Tel:

+880.2.811.69.89: Director

+880.2.811.42.11
dhaka@ilo.org

Fax:

World Confederation of Labor (WCL)

email: info@cmt-wcl.org

email:
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Action A

Let the media in Sri Lanka, India and Bangladesh know about
the conditions in which their people work in the Maldives.
Through them, pressure could be applied to the governments of
those countries, to request the Maldivian government to ensure
expatriate workers are treated well in the Maldives. Please send
a copy of this magazine to the newspapers.
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The Indian Express Online Media (Pvt) Ltd

C-6, Qutab Institutional Area

New Delhi 110 016

India

Telephones: +91-11-26531111/26511005/26511006
Fax: +91-11-26511615

E-mail: editor@expressindia.com

C Rlrani

Editor-in-Chief

The Statesman

The Statesman Ltd.

Regd Office: Statesman House,

4 Chowringhee Square

Kolkata 700 001.

India

phone (+9111) 2331 5911 (Delhi); (++9144) 827 8037 (Madras);
(+9180) 225 9129 (Bangalore);

Fax: 2331 5295 (Delhi); 827 9984 (Chennai);
220 4813 (Bangalore);

email: calaaa12@giascl01.vsnl.net.in
thestatesman@vsnl.com

Home Page - http://www.thestatesman.net

The Island

Sri Lanka

email: gamini@unl.upali.lk Editor
gomes@upali.lk Manager, Internet Operations
webmaster@unl.upali.lk Webmaster

The Daily Star
Bangladesh
email: dseditor@gononet.com

Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury
Editor

The Bangladesh Observer,
Al-Helal Press (Observer House) 33,
Toyenbee Circular Road,
Motijheel Commercial Area,
Dhaka-1000,

Bangladesh

Phone: (880-2) 9555105-9
Fax No:(880-2) 9562243
email: observer@dhaka.net
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News

On February 6, 2003, the Ministry of Home Affairs revoked
the license given to Al Khair organization to work as an NGO
in the Maldives. The Ministry said Al Khair had been
involved in some activities that violated the Law governing
the registration of clubs, organizations and associations in
the Maldives. The Home Ministry did not specify those
activities. On August 5, 2002, without giving a reason, the
government had revoked the license issued for Al Khair to
take 300 pilgrims to Umra and 225 pilgrims to Haj. Several
people had already paid Al Khair for Umra and Hajj
expenses. The government later paid for their Hajj expenses
and sent them for pilgrimage with other groups that take
pilgrims from the Maldives to Mecca. It is believed that Al
Khair received this punishment because one of its founders
was |brahim Fareed Ahmed, who has been arrested after
delivering a religious lecture that contained elements that
conflict with the politics of the regime. The current founder
members of Al Khair were informed about revoking of the
license given for the association, after working-hours on the
last working day for government employees, just before a
long Eid holiday. That way, the news would have been
absorbed by fewer people, as most people would be on
holiday for a week.
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Sri Lankans protest
false charges and torture
in UN funded Maldive jalil

Maldivesculture.com special report from the Sri Lankan press 2003

During second week of December 2002, there was a protest by
hundreds of people in the Sri Lankan capital Colombo,
organised by the parents and loved ones of 41 Sri Lankans
jailed in Maldives Maafushi prison.

They called for the closure of the Maldive High
Comission in Sri Lanka, and one mother gave an interview to
local television reporters, claiming there was no justice in
Maldives. It was broadcast on the television news.

An article about the prisoners' plight appeared in the
Sinhalese language newspaper 'Raavaya' on 22 December
2002, and was also reported in English in 'The Island' newspa-
per articles on 20 and 26 January 2003.

The Sinhalese language reports also mentioned the
life sentences suffered last year by Maldivians caught publishing
and distributing the Internet newsletter Sandhaanu. The reports
claimed that writer Ahmed Didi was held by Sri Lankan airport
security when he was in transit to India for medical treatment for
a heart condition. He was branded falsely as an Al Qaeda
member, charged with holding a false passport and returned to
the Maldive police in Malé.

The sea surrounding Maafushi island is brimming with their
tears. They left for the Maldive islands with thousands of
expectations for empoyment and greener pastures, but they
ended up imprisoned in Maafushi island, and subjected to
inhuman tortures. Though they have learnt there is no force
under the sun to redeem them, almost every morning they pray
to Almighty Allah. Do we leave their lot to the mercy of Allah, and
turn a blind eye? These 41 men are fighting for their lives.

Maafushi island is 75 km south of Malé, the capital of
Maldives. This jail is maintained by funds received from the
United Nations. US$9 is paid for each prisoner, and these
payments have become a lucrative source of income for the
Maldive government. The jail building were originally designed
for storing dried Maldive fish, and is now being used as a
profitable place to imprison human beings.

False charges

Over 2000 of the people incarcerated in Maafushi island are
expatriate workers from Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh, Kenya,
Philippines and China. Comparatively few of the prisoners are
Maldivians. Only the Maldive immigration authorities are privy to
the charges against these expatriates. 41 young Sri Lankan
men have been charged on various counts such as use and
possession of drugs, murder and sexual crimes.

However, they were originally taken into custody on
minor offences such as disputes with employers over unpaid
salaries, drinking alcohol, visa overstaying, playing cards, and
taking a banana without prior payment. It is difficult to under-
stand how these minor offences were converted into the more
serious offences they are now charged with. One Sri Lankan
who went to Maldives as a food and beverages manager, was
jailed for overstaying his visa but now finds himself charged with
drug possession.

Another Sri Lankan who went to Maldives as a
computer instructor, was arrested on suspicion of sabotage and

sent to the torture camp at Maafushi. A civil engineer was
charged with sexual abuse, and another Sri Lankan national
was arrested for drug possession the day he arrived.

Court decisions are delivered according to the whims
and fancies of the Maldive police. Magistrates are expected to
authenticate decisions already made, by adding their signature
at the court house. There is no trial or presentation of evidence
in Maldives. Authorities do their best to ensure that people are
jailed in Maafushi on bogus charges. Promotion for police and
immigration officials is dependent on them taking people into
custody for minor offences. Things have reached a low level
when the police have to harass people and obtain signatures for
imagined crimes.

Police gimmick

People arrested on minor offences are detained for about two
weeks in a place called the 'Welfare Jail' where they are
subjected to interrogation and forced to sign charge sheets.
Prisoners are harangued into thinking they will be released if
they sign. The only prisoners who refuse to sign are those who
understand the real intentions of the police and despise the idea
of admitting offences they have not committed.

Those naive prisoners who trust the Maldive police,
pave their own paths to hell. In Maafushi, there are Sri Lankan
workers serving 5,10, 15, and 20 years to life imprisonment on
bogus charges.

The so-called 'suspects’ who refuse to sign the charge
sheets for the police, are transferred into the hands of investiga-
tion officers. These policemen also try and make them sign the
charge sheets, but they use different methods. Now the
'suspects’ are held in a place called the 'Investigation Jail' where
they have luxury facilities and receive excellent food. Here they
are asked to sign their charge sheets, and given the false
impression they will be released immediately.

If they still refuse to sign, the police use inhuman
tortures on them. They are ordered to do somersaults with their
right leg manacled to their hands. People who become
exhausted and faint, are dipped in the sea. This can continue for
up to 45 days. Even an animal cannot bear this sort of treat-
ment.

The young Sri Lankans in Maafushi prison are those
who believed the fraudulent words of the Maldive police, or
those who signed charge sheets because the harassment
became unbearable. One prisoner whose was jailed for 25
years, had been tortured for about twenty-five days, and when
he still refused to sign, the Maldive demons in police uniforms
placed his finger mark on the document by force.

Sri Lankans have also signed charge sheets they
don't understand which were written in Dhivehi thaana script by
Maldive officials and police.

Maafushi incarceration camp
This jail consists of several buildings not more than 10 feet wide,
covered with corrugated iron sheets. The cells have been
partitioned with iron to accomodate the 110 prisoners who are
compelled to sleep on the inadequate concrete benches.

The prisoners are given only a cup of rice with a piece
of boiled fish and soup called 'garudhiya’. Four litres of water are
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provided for washing and drinking each day. There are only
three lavatories, one of the cubicles has no doors. To relieve
themselves, prisoners have to line up and get permission from
the police who are guarding the camp with automatic guns and
clubs in their hands like virtual demons. During night hours,
prisoners seeking permission to use the toilet, are inhumanly
refused until they soil their clothes.

For a prisoner to raise his head while lying in bed, is a
punishable offence. Trying to engage in physical exercise is a
serious offence for which they will be tortured for days. If they
are detected out of line at meal times, they are chained together.
In some cases, ten prisoners or more are chained together and
locked up in dingy rooms without proper ventilation.

During the day, prisoners are battered by the burning
heat of the sun, and during the night, cells are ablaze with
halogen lights. As a result, many prisoners are suffering from
eye diseases for which there is no available treatment. Those
who are afflicted with numerous diseases are taken out of jail.
Their whereabouts are unknown. Among the Sri Lankans are
two people suffering from hepatitis B and acute renal failure.
Two Indian prisoners have already been killed by these police
murderers and several prisoners have committed suicide in the
face of inhuman treatment.

Maldive NSS personnel have stolen money and other
valuables from Sri Lankan workers. Making complaints against
them is akin to strangling one's own neck. They are openly
violating fundamental human rights.

Australian and Russian examples

On separate occasions, the Maldive police and immigration
authorities laid a trap for Australian and Russian expatriates.
The Australian High Commissioner in Colombo intervened and
saved the expatriates, and the Maldive government received a
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serious warning. The Russian authorities arrived in a warship
and anchored on the high seas and asked for their people. The
Maldive police were frightened, and immediately handed over
the Russian prisoners.

Several Sri Lankan workers who did not fall for the
Maldive police's confidence tricks, returned to Sri Lanka. They
had been subjected to around 45 days of punishment, and they
revealed the pathetic plight of the innocent people held in
Maafushi island on bogus charges.

Banquet

It is ironic that bigwigs from our government and foreign
missions, who take part in official trips abroad, do not look into
the plight of their own citizens.

While these bigwigs were being treated to the best
food and fare that Malé could offer, Sri Lankans in Maafushi
were being ridden roughshod by demons. Our officials did not
show any awareness of the issue.

Battle to free the prisoners

The parents and relations of these unfortunate prisoners have
‘declared war' in the battle to get them released. A demonstra-
tion, in support of the Maafushi prisoners, was held near the
Fort railway station in Colombo. People gathered opposite the
Maldive embassy to request diplomatic officials to bring their
relatives back to Sri Lanka.

Can the Sri Lankan High Commissioner in Maldives,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Foreign Employment Bureau
and the Ministry of Labour and the government of Sri Lanka, all
continue to turn a blind eye to the law of the jungle prevailing in
Maldives.
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Over 30 detained
suffer in Maldives
Camp

by Shamindra Ferdinando, The Island

An association representing Sri Lankans in captivity in Maldives
said over 30 Sri Lankans continue to suffer in a detention camp
although eight were released recently, a spokesperson said.

Of them, three returned, he said, adding the rest had been
forced to stay back as they were unable to obtain air tickets due
to lack of funds.

He placed the number of prisoners in detention at 33. "Most of
them have been sentenced to life-imprisonment," he said,
accusing the government of failing to take up the issue with the
Maldivian government. Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe’s
recent visit to Male appeared to have had no impact, he said,
accusing the Sri Lankan embassy of gross negligence. The
embassy has failed even to ensure that the prisoners get basic
facilities, he said, expressing disappointment over successive
governments continuing to ignore Lankans held in foreign
prisons.

The association called ‘Parents and Guardians of Sri Lankan
Prisoners’ in Maldives was set up early last year to press the
government to explore ways and means of securing their
release. Some of them were held on narcotics charges, he said,
accusing authorities of torturing prisoners held in atrocious
conditions. The association claimed that two Indians had died
recently while another committed suicide following intense
torture.

Sri Lanka helps Male to train the police and has also set up a
unit there to tackle smuggling of heroin into the country through
its only airport.

The association pointed out that people held in Male were not
those who entered that country illegally. They were not ‘illegals’
using Male as a transit point on their way to Europe, the
association said.

Some of those held on narcotics charges have not even seen
heroin in their lifetime, the spokesman said. The association
said Male has identified the detention camp as a rehabilitation
centre. The association believes the government gets UN
financial assistance to look after the prisoners. Male gets US$ 9
for each detained person and most of it goes to the government.

The association also accused Male authorities of converting
some of the prisoners to Islam over a period of time.

It said the prisoners were subjected to regular beatings. They
are held in atrocious conditions, the association said, adding
that powerful flashlights were trained on cells in the night.
"Almost all prisoners have weak eyesight due to this," the
association said, claiming sick prisoners were denied proper
treatment or medical facilities but continue to be subjected to
regular ‘attacks’. Two Sri Lankans one suffering from hepatitis B
and another from a kidney ailment were subjected to horren-
dous beatings.
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Please write to the UN Resident Coordinator in the
Maldives asking him if the allegations saying UN funds
the prisons in the Maldives is true. If it is true ask him why
the UN is funding a torture camp in the Maldives.

Mr Minh H. Pham

United Nations Resident Coordinator in the Maldives
UN Building,

Buruzu Magu,

Male'

Maldives

Tel: (960) 324501

Fax: (960) 324504

email: registry.mv@undp.org
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(960) 323400
(960) 323841
(960) 331579
(960) 323417
(960) 316537 (Chief), 316410 (Director, Prison's)
(960) 313727

Ministry of Human Resources, Employment and Labour

Ghazee Building
Department of Corrections

Orchid Building
Orchid Magu

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Male'

Boduthakurufaanu Magu

Male'
Ameer Ahmed Magu

Male'
Maldives

Maldives
Tel

Fax
Maldives
Tel

Fax

Tel

Fax
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(960) 323015
(960) 322845
(960) 315541

Useful addresses
High Commission of Bangladesh

Hithahfinivaa Magu

High Commission of Sri Lanka
Male'

Medhuziyaaraiy Magu

High Commission of India
Male'

Ameer Ahmed Magu

Male'
Fax: (960) 324778

Fax: (960) 321652
Maldives
Fax: (960) 315543

Maldives
Tel

Maldives
Tel

Tel
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Lankans ‘tortured’
in Maldivian prison
on ‘false’ charges Sint o 2 st 2h 2% st a1 sanns

- z
o

. > oc
By Harischandra Gunaratna, The Island G nf

A group of Sri Lankans released from a Maldivian prison
claimed last week that they were tortured after being incar-
cerated on trumped up charges of drug peddling, robbery
and rape.

"There are still another 35 Lankans languishing
in the Maafushi island jail under agonising conditions, but
the Sri Lankan mission in Maldives is oblivious to their
plight", they told a news conference in Colombo organised
by the Parents and Guardians of Sri Lankan Prisoners in
Maldives.

Asenior Sri Lankan Foreign Ministry official said
he was aware of the allegations and a report has been called
for from the mission in Maldives.

"l don’t have any details on this now because a
report is being awaited", the official said.

The prisoners released further claimed that they
went to the Maldives in search of employment, but were
arrested, tortured and imprisoned under inhuman condi-
tions.

Those arrested by the Maldivian police were
forced to sign documents in Diveli, the Maldivian language,
and later it was found it was a confession or an admission
to various crimes which were false, the association’s sec-
retary, Peter Mudalige said.

Some of the prisoners still languishing in Maldives
are serving life terms as the trumped up charges are so
grave, he said.

Contacted by the Sunday Island a Maldivian High
Commission spokesman declined to comment.

The charges in such documents are for drug traf-
ficking, robbery etc and if one signs them without knowing
the contents one will end up in jail with a life sentence or at
least a prison term not less than 10 years," Mudalige said.

Policemen are given promotions for such arrests.
This type of inhuman treatment is meted out only to South
Asians, he said citing an instance where two Australians
and a Russian were imprisoned, but when their respective
governments took a stern view of it they were released within
24 hours.

"For the welfare of each prisoner the United Na-
tions allocates USD 9, but the Maldivian authorities spends
only USD 3 per prisoner, he alleged.

Asked how certain Sri Lankans worked their for
years he pointed out, "those who are engaged in the teach-
ing and similar categories visit Maldives on a government
to government basis and for Maldivian government takes
responsibility, but still there are a few teachers who faced
similar treatment," he said.

Mudalige alleged that some employees of the Sri
Lankan High Commission in Maldives are engaged in a
lucrative business with some Maldivian authorities trading
lime and chillies. As a result they are not concerned about
the Sri Lankan prisoners fearing that they will lose this busi-
ness. They hardly visit the Maafushi prison or when they
are brought courts. If at all they come they demand money
saying that they will speak to the Maldivian authorities and
try to get their released.

"We have written to the Prime Minister to inter-
vene to obtain the release of the Sri Lankan prisoners".

The expatriates in the Maldivian prisons are tortured in violation
of fundamental human rights. Before they are sentenced, they
are forced to confess for crimes they did not commit. Please
send a copy of this magazine to international human rights
organizations to let them know how expatriates as well as
Maldivians are treated in Maldives prisons.

International League for Human Rights
823 UN Plaza Suite 717
New York, NY 10017
United States of America
Tel: 212-661-0480

Fax: 212-661-0416
email: info@ilhr.org
Catherine A. Fitzpatrick,
Executive Director
cfitz@ilhr.org

website: www.ilhr.org

Freedom House

120 Wall Street, Floor 26,

New York, NY 10005

United States of America

Tel: 212-514-8040

Fax: 212-514-8055

email: Aili Piano, Senior Researcher
piano@freedomhouse.org

website: www.freedomhouse.org

Human Rights Watch

350 Fifth Avenue, 34th floor
New York, NY 10118-3299
United States of America
Tel: 212-290-4700

Fax: 212-736-1300

email: hrwnyc@hrw.org
website: www.hrw.org

International Federation for Human Rights
14 Passage Dubail,

75010 Paris,

France

Tel: 1-40 37 54 26

Fax: 1-44 72 05 86

website: www.fidh.org

Amnesty International,

Campaigning and Crisis Response Program,
International Secretariat,

1 Easton Street,

London WC1X 8DJ,

United Kingdom

Tel: 171 413 5500

Fax: 171 956 1157

email: amnestyis@amnesty.org

website: www.amnesty.org
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Dissident Watch

Mohamed Zaki, Ibrahim Luthfee, Ahmed Ibrahim Didi are
serving life sentences in prison for making Sandhaanu, an
underground newsletter. Fathimath Nishreen is serving a ten-
year sentence for her involvement in Sandhaanu. Please write
to international human rights organizations asking them to press
for the release of those prisoners of conscience.

Ibrahim Fareed Ahmed, who was arrested in June 2002, is
believed to be held under house arrest now. After being arrested
for a religious lecture he delivered, containing political under-
tones, he has still not been brought to a trial. Please press the
Maldivian government to provide him with a free trial and free
him. Please write to international human rights organizations
about this prisoner of conscience.

The five Maldivian men who were arrested in June 2002 for
allegedly dropping on to streets of Male', literature encouraging
Christianity, have been brought from prison to Male' and are
kept under house arrest. Please write to the Maldives govern-
ment asking for a fair trial to be given to those people.

Nuashad Waheed, the double agent and government informer,
is serving an 18-year jail sentence. The charges against him are
not clear but it is believed that he was sentenced because of
writing to Amnesty International. Naushad was arrested in late
2001 and kept in prison before he was transferred to house
arrest prior to the trial. The media did not mention Naushad's jail
sentence. Naushad had often informed the police about
dissidents while at times he was at the other end of political
spectrum, being arrested for his involvement in activities against
the regime.

Umar Jamal, the parliamentary candidate who was arrested on
bogus charges just before election in 1999, is undergoing a
house arrest. It is believed he was sentenced to six months of
house arrest. The sentence came after a prolonged period in
which the government failed to prove any charges against him.
It is believed the sentence came because of a recent interview
he gave to The Washington Times, in which he highlighted that
his case was pending even after almost three years.
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If you want to join us you are welcome. We need your help in
distributing our newsletters and spreading the voice of the
dissidents. But remember that this involves high risks. We do
not want you to be behind bars. We need you to be free from
their grip. Pass the magazine to your friends, relatives and
those you can trust. But do not engage in any activity that
might endanger you or your family. Even e-mails could be
traced to you. So unless you know what you are doing, play
safe.

There are many things that people outside the
Maldives could do to help us. First of all, you can send our
magazine to others more freely. But still if you are using your
computer at home, office or college to email this to people in
the Maldives, it could be traced to you. So beware of the risks.

You can help us by sending the magazine to
international organizations such as the Amnesty International.
You can also send this to websites such as
maldivesculture.com, where we hope that the magazine will

be made available.

As for people in the Maldives, we do not advise you
to send this magazine through email to anybody. Your emails
are constantly being monitored. Even if it is a fake email
address that you are using, the email will contain enough
information to trace the message to where it was sent. And if it
is your home computer, then bingo, they got you.

But you can always give an electronic or printed
copy of the magazine to your friends, relatives and trusted
people. This magazine is published in Adobe PDF format and
it can be read by using Adobe Acrobat Reader. This software
is free and comes with many software CDs. It is also available
to download from www.adobe.com.

We need to reach the masses to inform them of the
corruption of the regime. We need to distribute this magazine
in islands other than Male’. To do this also we need your help.

Together we can bring down a regime.




